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TO THAT 


CONGREGATION 


Who had 


Mr. EDWARD LAWRENCE 


For their 


PASTOR 


My much reſpeQted Friends ! 


- Hen T preached this Sermon, which now 7 
| preſent eſpecially to you'; 'T was ſo fax 
from having the leaſt thought of Printing it, that 1 
had not written ſo much as one word of it ; and when 
your Deſires were expreſs'd that it might be Publiſh'd, 
1 diſcovered a great averleneſs, becauſe 1 knew how 
much averſe my deceaſed and moſt trite Friend was 
from a Diſcourſe relating to Himſelf ; and much more 
would he have been againſt the Printing any thing con- 
cerning Him. But your reiterated Deſires prevailed, 
being ſeconded by that Argument, that Mr. Laws 


rence 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


rence himſelf went contrary to the declared Will of an 
Eminent-Ohriſtiany” -pr7Preaching a Funetal Ser- 
mon, and giving him his deſerved Commenda- 
tions : Adding, that becauſe that Excellent Saint was 
againſt bis Preaching, therefore he was the more 
forward to do it. © So that {I have only made bold to 
mete the ſame Fs i to my Friend who is dead 
and gone, which He did mete fo bis Friend that died 
before him.” © 

This Sermon > the > Lt of 7 it was taken from 
my Mouth in Short-hand; and brought to me written 
out in Long. And. ſince 704. have f Ohoy: the 


making of it pas I &/ire JawMay gi if a /e 
peruſal. F Mt 


A neefect Man is the a hay and loyes 

La all viſible Creatures. How* much of the 
Awoge of the inviſible God does. thine wy 
him 1. - The - Grace of... God, m- Truth -wheree 
|. wrought, what a bleſſed Change, does it make 
of the rubbiſh and ruins of corrupt Nature, there 
1s: uilt, an Holy Temple for the living God! Ard 
"in this Temple how is He honoured and ferved. The 
perfets& Man hath: an high Aim, and. a commen- 
dable Emulation ; be deſires to do the will of God 
on earth, as ic's done 1a+heaven. ©. 41d Heaven 
is. eſteemed a bleſſed place, . becauſe there be [hall.be able 
july to do what he does deſire. | 
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F have heard your decealed Paſtor expreſs his longs 
ings to bein an holy and happy Eternity. Tho'he 
had many other Loads, Sin was his heavieſt Bur- 
then ; and perfe& Holineſs was look'd upon as a great 
part of his expected Bleſſedneſs.: + He was a powers 
ful and a profitable Preacher 5 andthis muſt be added, 
that he preached continually. His lerious Looks, 
his: edifying Communication, which adminiſtred 
Grace- to the Hearers:; his holy, juſt , and un- 
blameable and ſhining Converſation, were: great- 
ly inſtru&ive, - and by theſe he was ever {peaking to 
all that- obſerved him ,-. that. it-was much for their [n+ 
texeſÞ ro'be-likes bing: And row beingidead, ; he: yet 
ſpeaks to you, that the Counſels'ba gave you, which 
are the Counſels of God, ſhould not dye with him, 
nor be buried in Oblivion. The Flock of ſuch a 
Paſtpr{/howld :he: Emonent- for: Cagempt of the World, 


ſerious Holineſs, and Heavenly-Mindedneſs , elſe: they 


will be far. from reſembling their Faithful Sheps. . 
bard” 3& ws. 393 FE. 3-1 FL | | 7 

I cannot wiſh you better, . than that the Lord would _ 
dire& you to ſettle under a Miniſter moſt like him who | 
is taken from you; and who will naturally care for 


' your Spiritual Eſtate, T wiſh his Family may be 


cared for by that God , whom he ſerved in Truth and 
Sincerity,.. whoſe mercy is from. everlaſting to ever- 
tfting upon them. that fear him, and his righ- - 
LE a teoulneſs - 


The Epitt Dedicatory 


rence himſelf went contrary to the declared Will of an an 

Emineat-Ohriftiany-9rrPreaching 'a Funeral Ser- 
mon, and giving him his deſerved Commenda- 
tions : Adding, that becauſe that Excellent Saint was 
againſt þis Preaching, therefore be was the more 
forward to do it. So that {I have only made bold to 
mete the ſame Meaſure to my Friend who is dead 
and gone, which He did mete to bis Friend that died 
before him”. - 

This Sermon for the SubLinue of it was taken from 
' my Mouth in Short-hand; ard brought to me written 
out in Long. And. lace J0u. bave © 2ortuned the 
making of 1 it; jpabitk, I #/i JawMay etc a ſe Tofls 
peruſal. 

A perfect Man 5 is the ſt Miniows and loves 
ly of all viſible Creatures. How: much of the 
Image: of the inviſible 'God. does thine ws 
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him 1. - The -. Grace of... God, m- Truth -wheree 

w wrought, what a bleſſed Change does it make Oar 
of the rubbiſh and ruins of corrupt Nature, -there 
is: kuilt..an Holy Temple for the living God? And 
© {in this Temple how is He \honowed gud ferved. '::The 
perfeft Man bath: an high Aim, and. a commen- 
dable Emulation ; be deſires to do the will of God 
.on earth, as it's dane 1n heaven... Aid Heaven 
is eſteemed a bleſſed place, becauſe there. be hel be able 
july to do what he does deſi Pk - 
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I have heard your deceaſed Paſtor expreſs his longs 
ings to bein an holy and happy Eternity. Tho'be 
had many other Loads, Sin was his heavieſt Bur- 
then ; and perfect Holineſs was look'd upon as a great 
part. of his expected Bleſſedneſs.: © He was a powers 
ful- and a profitable Preacher 5  and'this muſt be added, 
that he preached continually, His ſerious Looks, 
his* edifying Communication, which'adminiſtred 
Grace- to the Hearers-; his holy, juſt , and un- 
blameable and ſhining Converſation, were: great- 
ly inſtrutive, - ad by theſe he was ever {peaking to 
all that obſerved him ,-that. it- was much: for their [n+ 
texelb robe like: bins”. And mow beingidead, ; he/yet 
ſpeaks to you, that the Counſels'ha gave you, which 
are the Counſels of God, ſhould not dye with him, 
nor be buried in Oblivion. The Flock of ſuch a 
Paſtpr ſhould he: Eminent: for; Gafgempt of the World, 
ſerious Holineſs, and Heavenly» Mindedneſs , elſe they 
will be far. from reſembling , their Faithful Sheps 
hard. 5 va o& & i i; £®.-9 F : 

T cannot wiſh you better, . than that the Lord would 
dire& you to ſettle under a Miniſter moſt like him who - 
is taken from you; and who will naturally care for 


' your Spiritual Eſtate. I wiſh his Family may be 


cared for by that God , whom he ſerved in Truth and 
Sincerity,., whoſe mercy is from. everlaſting to ever- 
tfting upon them. that fear him, and his righ- - 
= _— ; teoulneſs - 
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rence himſelf went contrary to the declared Will of an 
Eminent-Qhriftiang-gr7Preaching ia Functal Ser- 
mon, and giving him his deſerved Commenda- 
tions : Addmg, that becauſe that Excellent Saint was 
againſt bis Preaching, therefore he was the more 
forward to do it.' © So that {I have only made bold to 
mete the ſame Four to my Friend who is dead 
and gone, which He did mete to bis Friend that died 
before him.” + 

This Sermon - the Subtince of i it was taken from 
my Mouth in Short-hand, aid brought to me written 
cut in Long. And. fayce J0u. have f Oy: the 


making of it wa I ſire YaMay gifs a fe Hoſts 
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A perfect VERY is the Wy =Thay and loves 
ly ov all viſible Creatures. How: much of the 
Image: of .the inviſible God. does. ſhine a 6 
him 1. - The - Grace of... God. m- Truth -wher wh 
_ -wrought, what a bleſſed Change, does "it -make Gar 
of the cobbiſh and ruins of corrupt Nature, there 
is kuilt, an Holy Temple for the living God! Ad 
in this Temple how is He honoured and ferve ed! 'The 
perfe# Man hath: an high Aim, an4- a commen- 
dable Emulation ; be deſires to do the will of God 


.on carth, as it's done 1n heaven. ©. 4rd - Heaven 


is eſteemed a bleſſed place, becauſe there be ſhall..be able | 
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I have heard your deceaſed Paſtor expreſs his longs 
ings to bein an holy and happy Eternity. Tho'be 
had many other Loads, Sin was his heavielt Bur- 
then ; and perfect Holineſs was look'd upon as a great 
part. of his expected Bleſſedneſs.: © He was a powers 
ful and a profitable Preacher 5 and'this muſt be added, 
that he preached continually. His ſerious Looks, 
his: edifying Communication, which adminiſtred 
Grace- to the Hearers-; his holy, juſt ,. and un- 
blameable and ſhining Converſation, were: great- 
ly inftraQive, + and by theſe he was ever {peaking to 
all that- obſerved bim ,- that. it - was much: for their [n+ 
texeſb co-be-like:binws- Ard: mow being dead, ; he/yet 
ſpeaks to you, that the Counſels'ba gave you, which 
are the Counſels of God, ſhould not dye with him, 
nor be buried in Oblivion. The Flock of ſuch a 
Paſtor! /hould : he: Eminent. for. Eagempt of the World, 
ſerious Holineſs, and Heavenly» Mindeaneſs , elſe: they 
will be far. from reſembling , their Faithful Sheps.. 
phe 0 SAT a 9, TRI. | 
I cannot wiſh you better, . than that the Lord would 
dire& you to ſettle under a Miniſter moſt like him who - 
is taken from you; and who will naturally care for 


' your Spiritual Eftate. T wiſh his Family may be 


cared for by that God , whom he ſerved in Truth and 
Sincerity,., whoſe mercy is from. everlaſting co ever- 
tfting vpn them: that fear him, and his righ- - 
os teoulneſs - 
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reouſneſs unto childrens children, to ſuch as keep 
his 'covenant, and remember his commandments 
to do them, 

Earth is emptying apace of them who are ripe for 
Heaven ; 1 wiſh the Death of thoſe that are gone , 
may make bath Miniſters and Saints that remain and 
furvive, to be more lively and diligent in their Lord's 
Work ! The Time of Labour is ſhort ; but to Eter- 
nity it will be found, that labour is not in vain in 
the Lord. 

My Friends , 7 commend you and yours to the 
Great Shepherd of Souls, and to the Word of his 
Grace ; and wiſh your PerfeCEtion and Peace, living, 


dying, and for ever. 


Your Seryant for Jeſus fake, 


NaTHANAEL VINCENT. 


| 
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PSALM XXXVI. 37. 


Mark the perfeft man, and behold the upright : for the 
end of that man ts peace. 


L THO Liberty to Prexch the Gofpel is juſtly eſteem- 
ed the privilege*artd pleafure of my Life ;- and tho 
a Regal Throwe, or a Treple Crown, is to me tontemp- 
tivle in compariſon of a Palpit ; yet I mult needs 
confeſs that | come with a ſad heart to preich the 
Word this day ; and the reaſon of my Sorrow is, the 

loſs of that Fxcelleit Man and Miniſter of Ch:ift, who dwelt in this 

place, who is now effecz1lly filenc>d4 by Death, and muli be heard ro 

Prexch no more for eviy.. This burning ang ſhining. Light , a great ma- 

ny Years ago, was put under a Baſhil, which was wotthy to have 

been ſet in a Golden Candlettick ; but now alas! in a fenfe ®tis quite 
extinguiſhed : He is gone into darkneſs and the ſhadow of Death , where 
there is no order, and where the light is as darki fs, | 
He had in ts life-time declared bis Wit ag:inſt x Frncrat Sermon 1 
for he was far from affe&ing thofe Pratics and Cormmendations 
which are uſually given in Funeral Diſcourſes; but | matt (ay, that 
the leſs he deſired, the more be deſerved to be praiſed and commend» 

&d ; having ſuch a large ſhare of Humility, joyned with his other 

great Miniſterial Accompliſhments, When the news of his Death came 
firſt to my ears, I ſaid what I thought, and had good ground to 
be perſwaded ot : Now there is a Man gone out of the World, that was 

one of the bejt Men in it, Good Men may traly be called Pillars of 
the Eaxth; and when a very ſtrong Pillar is thrown down, there 
ſhould be great Lamentation z and the Ezrth may tremble at the fl] of 
it. But tho he is gone down to the Duſt, where his Face is bound 
in ſecret, and muſt be {zen no more, till this World be no more; 
yet methinks 1 have @ view of bim plainly in the Tex I have chofen 
here we have his Charafer both Living and Dying: Mark the perfef 
man, and behold the wpright : for 4he _ of that man is peace, 
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In which words , I ſhall offer theſe particulars to your Obſerva- 
tion, : . 

Firſt, Here is a remarkable Man, and he is the perfe? Man. 

Secondly, Wherein the perfecion of this Man lies 3 it lies in his being 
#pright. 

Thirdly, What the perfet and upright Man is worthy of ; he is 
worthy to be marked, he is worthy to be beheld. 

Fourthly, What of this perfe@& and upright Man our eye in a ſpe- 
cial manner ſhould be upon, and that is his end. 

Fifibly , His end is remarkable as well as himſelf , for his end is 
peace. An wpright Life, and a peaceful Death, how truly defirable are 
they ! and the former is the way to the latter 3 whereas there is no peace, 
ſaith the Lord, tothe wicked while he lives; and when he dies and his 
Soul is required at his hands , he will perceive how fooliſh he. was, 
in crying peace and ſafety to himſelf. 


Theſe Particulars 1 ſhall infit on, and then conclude with the 4p- 


plication. 


In the firſt place I ama to ſpeak of the rem4rkable Man in the Text, 
and he is the perfe Man. It is a wonder, conſidering the general 
Corruption and Depravation of Humane Nature, and how full of 
Snares and Temptations this World is, that there ſhould be ever a 
perfet Man upon Earth ! But ſee what the powerful Grace of God can 
do. It can renew and alter Nature i ſclf, and change it from contrary 
zo contrary, from wickedneſs and deceitfulneſs, to holineſs of truth. 

That the perfe& Man may be the better underſtood , you muſt 
know that there is a threefold Perfedion ſpoken of in Scripture, 


Legal. 
Caleſtial. 
Evangelical. 


1. There is a Legal Perfeion: This was in Adam before the Fall, he 
was made perfec and upright z but being made mutable , he quickly 
fought out many inventions, Ecclel. 7. 29. and made himſelf quite 
and clean another Creature from what he was at firſt created. 
When other things were made, God's baze word of command that 
they ſhould be , gave them a Being z but when. Man was to be 
formed , 
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formed, it was not done without ſome kind of Solemnity and Conſrl- 
zation, Gen. 1, 26. And God ſaid, Let us make man in onr image, afier 
onr likeneſs. And how did Man ſhine with this Image upon him, 
when he came firſt out of his Maker's hands! If all things were 
very good in their kind, how perfe was Man's Goodneſs in bis kind ! 
not the leaſt moral Evil was to be found in him. What a clear light 
was there in his mind ! How exa&cly conformed was his Will to the 
Divine Will ! How regular were his Aﬀecions! Not the leaſt Evil 
was in him, either in Aﬀtion, Thought, or Inclination. 

He had a Power to keep the whole Law of God in every Part and 
Point of it, and a Y/ill moſt free and forward in it. He could, and 
for a while did come up to the terms of the firſt Covenant, Do this 
and live. And thus perfe& he did remain, till. through the Temp- 
tations of the evil One, he let go his primitive Righteouſneſs and 
Integrity. | 

2. There is a Celeſtial Perfedion, and that is the Perfeftion of gls- 
rified Saints in Heaven; we cannot aſpire unto, or delire any thing 
for our ſelves, higher than, or ſo high as this. This the Apoſile 
ſpeaks of, 1 Cor. 13.9, 10. For we know in part, and we prophecy in 
part 3 but when that which is perfe@ is come, then that which is in part 
ſhall be done away. This PerfeRion is preached of, and heard of at 
preſent; and they who attain to the greateli meaſure of Grace afid 
Holineſs, can beſt give a gueſs at it : Our Brother, who is lately taken 
away from us, now underſtands and experiences to his Foy what Hea- 
vens perfection is. We read, Heb. 12. 23, of the general Aſſembly and 
Church of the firſt-born which are written in Heaven, and the ſpirits of 
juſt Men made perfect. How clear is that light, in which God, who is 
light, is ſeen! How perfe& is that Purity which is conſequent up- 
on this Viſion of him! how have they all been transformed into 
the Image of him whom they do behold, fully reſembling him in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs! 1 John 3. 2. We know that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as be is. 

The ſeparated Spirits of Saints, having left their Earthly Houſe 
and Tabernacle, have put off their ſinful Infirmities 3 nothing that 
makes them in the leaſt unlike to God, or that he diſlikes , remains in 
them. The great Phyſician began the Cure of thoſe blefied Souls in 
this World, and now in the other World ”tis perfefted ; that Scrip- 
' ture is applicable to every one of them , Cant, 4. 7. Tho art all fair 


my love, there is no ſpot in thee. 
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And 
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And: :s the Spirits of juſt Mcn in Reaven axe perfc& ;, ſa their wite 
bodies will be chaugcd and made like unto Chrift's glarions body. Heb. 3.2.1. 
this corruptible wali put on incorruptien , this martgl immortality. Adam's 
Budy before the Fall was of an admirable Make and C: nſtitution,vot the 
Jeaſt prccant Humozr in it. And if he had flood, the Tree of Life, the 
Sacrament of the firſt Covenant, was ta effure him of Immartality ; 
yet that Body was wmuch inferior tO @ Spirituzt Body at the Returie- 
ion. Oh how iluftriaſly perfec? as to their whole Man, will all 
Saints be, when Chriſt their life ſhall appear, and they aptear with him 
in glory t Col, 3 4. The perfcG:on of Heaven, which Chriſt is the Pur- 
chaſer of, will be found by many degrecs to be beyond that Perfettion 
which was in the fir# Pargdice. 

3. There is an Evangelical Perfe&ion : and the Man ſpoken of in 
the Text, is in this Senſe perfe&. Legal Rigour is abated in the Go- 
ſpel ; the Goſpel dves not curſe every one that continues not in all things 
requized in the Law. Legal cxaCtneſs is not expected from Belie- 
vers z God docs not mark iniquities, -NOr enter into judgment with them. 
A fincere- Saint is evangelically a perfe& Man; tho in ftriGneſs of Law, 
there is ſome Imperfeition in. his Holineſs. T he Apoltle, without Self 
contradiction , affirms himſclf to be perfe? and not perfed, almoult in 
the ſame breath; Phil. 3. 12. Not as tho I bad already attained , or 
were already perfed ; and yet he lays ver. 15. Let ws therefore as many 
as be perfe? be thus indeed. He had a pertcQion of lincerity z but 
unto a finleſs perfection he had not attained. | 

The Evangelically perfe& Man, 1 am now to deſcribe. 

The perfect Man is renewed in all bis Parts and Pomers. The whole 
Man is corrupted by Nature, and the whole Man is renewed hy Grace. 
This the Apotile expreſics by Sandification: tbrowpbout , in body, ſoul, 
end ſpivit, 1 Thel. 5. 23. Tho in degree, SanQitication be put in 
part; yet every gart is truly and really fanGified. When the Lord 
makes a perfe& Man, he works a change in-the whole Man. Nothing 
in the Soul but has ſome gracious Alteration wrought in it. No one 
Power or Faculty is let alone to be attogether as it was. The Mind is 
enlighined, the Conſcience awakened, the Will and Aﬀections have 
a new byaſs z and the Memory retains things neccfliry and worthy 
to be remembred ; and the hears being purified, the members are: 
yielded as Inflruments of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs. The new Creature 
lacks not any parts, and degrees of Grace are (till to be added : In 
this Senſe all things are become mew, 2 Cor. 5.17. and yet the inward 
man is further to be renewed day by day, 2 Cor. 4.16, _ 
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2, The perfte& Man is made pertakr of every Grace. Moral Phi- 
lolophers have obſerved a Concatenation of al} moral Virtues, 
that they are inſeparable; where one is indeed, there are all of 
them. There cannot be traly any Vertne in any man , where any 
one Vice is allowed to be predominant. *Tis a great trach concern 
ing the Graces ci the Spirit, that they are all linkzd together. There 
is ao Grace in ſvc-rity in that m2n, who ordinarily and preſumpe 
tunfly does wit he knows to be evil in God's ſtght, and willingly 
ſuffers, tho it be bat one Iniquity to have the dominion over him. + 

The Spirit of God works like himfelf; and all Grace he works, 
where he works any. The Stone or Kernel of the Fruit-tree, has 
vertzally the whole Tree in it 4 and it it be fown in the Ground, a 
Tree with Leaves and Fruit at length grows up from it. We 
read of the ſeed of God, 1 John 3. 9. and this Seed werrually has all 
Grare in it: And this Seed does remain; and Grace of every ſort, 
as there is occalion, in ſome degree or other, is produced into 
a& and cxercile. 

Ir the perfe&inan's breaft-plate, or if you will in his breaft, there 
is Faith, and Lows, ard Righterrfneſs: tt is Hope that is his Helmets. 
It is Hwaility that is both his Cloarhing and Ornament z- and Zeal is - 
not ſo mach one fingte Grace, as an high degree of all. The Spirit of 
the Lord dwels in the perfc& man; and where the Spirit is and. 
abides, all his Graces are with him. This is plainly intlmated, . 
John i. 16. Of his fulneſs we all bawe veceived. and grace for grace. 
There are ſeveral Interpretations of theſe Words, but the trueft is 
this: Of Chriſt*s fulneſs ail ſincere believers have received 5zery 41793-. 
x21] Gr, Grace anſwerable to every grace that is in Chriſt h1mfelf 5, as the 
Ch:l}d receives Limb for Limb trom the Parene. How truly Rich 
and Havpy is he who has no Grace wanting | and what a fatisf:Qion - 
is it to perceive plainly in himſelf, that every Grace #4 growing ! * 

3. The perfc& man priſes all the promiſes of the New Covenant, and | 
eſtcems himſelf highly favoured in being Heir unto rhem all. 
Hypocritical Profefſors, and Wicked Mc:n,-may put a value upon - 
ſome premiſes 3 as when the Lord promiles to bleſs in the City, and - 
in the Field, to bleſs in the fruit of the Body, and of the Cattle, and of 
the Ground ;, to bleſs in the Baiket, and in the_Store, Deut. 28. 3,4, 5, 
when he promiſes length of days, and long life, and that peace ſhall be 
added, Prov, 3. 2. Nay one that is ungodly, defigning- to die- 
the death of the Righteous, may put a value upon the promiſes 


of deliverance from the wrath to come, and from eternal condemnation. 
But- 
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But the perfe& man, though he ſets an eſtimate upon any Blcſſ- 
ing which God has promiſed, and values Temporal Mercies, and 
Salvation from the Vengeance of eternal Fire: Yet there are alſo 
other kind of promiſes he gladly embraces,as the promiſe of an heart 
zo know the Lord. Jer. 24.7. 1 will give them an heart to know me, 
that TI am the Lord, and th:y ſhall be my people, and T will be their God, 
for they ſhall return to me with thar whole; hzart. That promiſe al- 
ſo of an heart circumciſed to love God, is much valued and reſted on 
by the perfe&t man. Deut. 30. 6. The Lord thy God will circumciſe 
thy beart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayſt live, So is that promiſe, 
Ezck. 36.25. Then will 1 ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be 
clean : from all your filthineſs and from all your idols I will cleanſe you. 
There is good reaſon that the promiſes of ſandGification ſhould be 
look*d upon as exceeding great and precious ; for by theſe the perfet 
man is made @ partaker of the divine nature, and eſcapes the corruption 
that is in the world through luſt, 2 Pet. 1. 4. 

4.The perfe&t man hath & reſpe& wnto all God's commandments ; he 
does not chuſe ſome, and paſs by others 5 but readily receives eyery 
precept. Plal. 119. 6. Then ſhall T not be aſhamed when I have re- 
ſpe unto all thy commandments, He looks upon every Law with 
an eye to the Ambhority of the Lawgiver, who has a right to rule him, 
and has power to ſave and deſtroy, John 4. 12. He looks upon the 
Law delivered on Mount Sinaz, as in force upon Mount Zzon; and 
that by faith the law is eſtabliſhed, Rom. 3. 3 1.” The Apolile's 
manner of Expreſſion carries in it a ſtrong motive to Obedience, 
1 Theſl. 4. 2. For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord 
Fefus. Commands are given by his Authority, who # Lord of all; 
and Obedience is urged for his ſake, who himſelf has obeyed and 
ſaffered for us ; and who is fo ready to firengthen us to obey, and 
to make what we do acceptable. 

The perfe& man has his eye upon God and Chriſt, and cannot 
find in his Heart to caſt any Command of theirs behind his Backs 
that's his perpetual wiſh, that's his daily groan 5 Oh, that my 
ways were direfted to keep thy Statutes! Oh, let me not wander from 
thy Commandments ! Pfal. 119. 5, 10. Whereas the unſound Pro- 
feſlor is not reconciled to every Command, nor indeed to any. Though 
his Obedience ſeem exact in many reſpe&s, yet offending in one point 
or other, he is guilty of violating the whole law, James 2. 10. 
His partial Obedience to the Commands, ſhews he is not ſincere in 
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keeping any one of them. If any were kept upon a right ground, then 
every one of the Precepts would be kept upon the ſame ground. 

5. The perfe& man keeps judgment and does righteouſneſs at all 
times, Plal. 106, 3. He ſticks to the Lord's teſtimonies, and cleaves to 
the Lord bimſelf with an unſhaken purpoſe of heart, even in times of- 
great Apotiacy and falling away : He will not leave the Ship of the 
Church, and put to ſhore when a ſtorm of Perſecution ariſes ; *tis: 
better to be in the Veſſe] where Chrift is, though the Tempeſt be- 
never ſo fierce and ſore, than truft to a ſinful compliance with the 
men of the World. The perfe& man's goodneſs is not like the morn- 
ing Cloud, and the early Dew that goes away 3 but his Righteouſneſs. 
is like a River. 

Labitur & labetur in omne volubilis evum. 

Tt holds on its courſe, and keeps running continually. He 
ſhews himſelf a Diſciple indeed by ſtill following his Maſter, and- 
abiding in bis word. John 8. 31, If ye continue in my word, then are- 
ye my Diſciples indeed. 

- 6. The perfe& man wiſhes and longs for @ finleſs perfelion. He really 
and earnelily defixes to be as good as the Law would have him to-. 
be, every whit as Righteous as the Commandment requires; and. 
when through Infirmity he breaks the Law, he is troubled.. 
When the Apoſile ſays, This we wiſh were your perfection, 2 Cor. 
13. 9. Certainly his Charity began at home, and he wiſh'd bis: 
own perfeiion alſo. Theſe longings after unſpotted Purity, and to- 
do the will of God on earth as it's done heaven, God obſerves, and ſis. 
well pleaſed: with. David did not build the Temple, yet the- 
Lord tells him he did wel, in that it was in bis heart to do it, 
2 Chron. 6. 8. What was in heart to do, God reckons as done, and: 
well done. Abraham did not actually Sacrifice his Son Tſazc, yet *tis 
ſaid again and again that he offered him up, Heb. 11. 17; The Will: 
for the Decd is accepted, The perfe&- man's M7, to be every- 
way perfeF, is very well taken. The more there is of a wiling- 
Mind, the more there is of a perfef H-art, 1 Chron. 28. 9, 


In the ſecond place I am to ſhew wherein the perfelſion of the per- 
fed} man lies z it lies in his being #pright. 1 have deſcribed him-in- 
part already ; but I ſhall farther give you-the perfect man's Cha- 
raQer, by ſetting him forth- in his uprightneſs. This upright-- 
neſs does not only include Integrity, in oppoſition to Partiality, but 


it includes Trath aud. Power, in oppolition to Sherw-and Rage” en 
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Form wants the principal Dimenſion of Uprightnels, which is 
Depth and Swhltance. Ip 

L hall tell you in feveral particulats how the Scripture repreſents 
the uvright man. Let Conſcience diligently mark che repreſentati- 
on, that you may diſcetn whether you are upright or otherwiſe, 

1. The upright man acknowledges his fin without allowed gnile. He has 


-no ſecret regard to any iniquity, ſo 2s to connive at it himſelf, fo as 


to refuſe to acknowledge it 19 God, He freely and ingenuoutly con- 


feſles to the Lord the worit he knows of himfelf ; and while he: rhugs 


declares his Sin and difl:zes it , and himfelf for it, God covers if. 
and no longer impates it to him, Plal. 32. t, 2. Bliſſed i he whiſe 
tranſgreſſion is forgiven, mi ſe fin is covered ; bl:ſſed is the wan f1 whom 


.the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile, 


Holy Fob was ceniurcd by his Friends, 2s unſound in his Religion 
but by many Arguments he vindicates his uprightnels, 7b 3 t. 


And among the ret by this, ver. 33. That he had not covered his 


tranſcy:fion like Adain, by biding bis iniquity in his boſom. 

To excute Sin is inzxcufable z to defend Sin, How offenfive 
is it unto God ! The upright man, tn his Repentance, expoſes his 
Sin with its many Aggravations, till it appears as it 15, ot of 
meaſure ſinful , and concludes it, beyond mealure, hatefu}. He is 
ready to {peak all he knows amils in himſeif; and that which he 
fees not, he detires may be detected, tha: he may be cleanſed 
from it; Search me, O God, ſays uptight David, and ſee if there be 
any evil way in me, Pal. 139. 23, 24. He was fentible of the 
wickedneſs of his Heart, and begs that God would create in him 
a clean one; and becauſe of the deceitiulneſs of his Heart, he prays 
that a right ſpirit might be renewed within him. Plal. 51. 10. 

2, The upright man keeps himſctf from that fin which in a ſpccial 
manner my be c4lled his iniquity.He is (0 well acquainted with himſelf, 
as well to know, and muci to obſerve what Sin or Sins do mott 
eatily betet him 3 and he ſets the tirongeti guard againft thoke 
Corruptions which he takes notice thzt naturally he 15 moſi firong- 
ly addicted to. Pſal. 18. 23. I was alſo upright before him, and [ 
kept my ſelf from my iniquity. The upright man, who is naturally 
inclined to Covetouſnc{s, watclres and prays againſt, the Jove of 
worldly wealth, as that which is the root of all evil. If his Confittu- 


tion inclines him to impure Lufts, he endeavours to prevent, or 
to quench theſe heliſh ſparks at firſt kindling, and to prſſeſs his heart, 


as well as veſſel, in ſandiificetion and honour, If he be of an haſty 
Temper, 
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Temper, what pains does he take to keep Paſlion under, and to be 
adorned with the meekieſs and gentle ſs of Chriff | He is an upright 
man, who becaule God hat been ſo often difpleaſcd by it, can banih and 
hate that which was once @ darling ſin. 

3. The upright man 1s a lover of the Lord F.fus Chrift in fn e ity, 
Cant. 1,4. Draw me, we will run after thee 5, we will be glad and r:) \cc 
in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine 5 the upright love t6ce. 
The upright man 7# what he is by the Grace of Chriſt; that Grace 
made his Heart a good and honeſi one, which naturally was no bett.r 
than the Hearts of others 5 and even now he cannot ftand in Lov, be- 
caaſe of his raany Faults and Failings ; were it not for Feſus the Wie- 
diator, his very wprigbtneſs could never he accepted. He has bs all from 
Chritt, he dves al by bis ſtrength 5 and what he does is throwgh bim 
acceptable to God ; Well may his love to th: Lord be ſtrong, to whom 
his Obligations are vaſlily great. 

His love to Chrift is not in Word and Tongue only, but in Deed 
and in Trath. Love to Chriſt conſtrains him to live to him that died 
fer bim, 2 Cor.5. 14,15. and rather than be ſeparated from Chriſt an4 
from his love, he refolves by the glorious Spiric's aid, to part with 
the moſt dciirable ontward Comforts, and with Life it {clt. It was 
dam & aghagis, an uicorrupt and fervent love to the Lord Jeſus, 
which made ths Apofile full of ern-(t expedition and hope, that in ng- 
thing be fhn14 be aſhamed 3 and very willing that Chriſt ſhauld be mag- 
nified in bis body, whether it were by life or death, Phil. 1, 20, 

4. The upright man walks b:fore God in truth, He ſers himſelf before 
God, unto whole pure and piercing eye the inmoſt ſecrets of his Heart are 
open and nakgd ; and he is ſenlible the Lord can take no pleaſur: in him 
without ſincerity. 1 Chron. 29. 17. I know, O my God, that thou tric 
the heart, and batt pleaſure in uprightneſs. The upright man ſits Ged 
before himſelf allo. Pſal. 16. 3. T have ſet the Lord always before me 3 
bzcauſe he is at my right hand, I ſhall not be moved. The Pſalmiſt Tadi- 
ed to approve himſelt to God, who always obſerved him ; and he ays 
bimſclf on God's everlaſting arm and ſtrength, that he might be uphe4 
againſt all Temptation and Oppotlition, and be kept immoveable in 
W-<ll-doing. 

Upright H:zcki2b walked before God in truth and with a perfedt heart, 
and did that which was good in bis fight, 11a. 38, 3. His heart was in 
what he did, and he had the Reart-fcarcher's Approbation, and his 
Conſcience giving a Teſtimony for him ; he þas confidence towards 
God, An upiight man may be influenced by the fear of puniſhment. 
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They were the Friends of Chriit, to whom hc ſpeaks thus, Be not 
afraid of them that kill the body,- and after that bave no more th.tt they can 
do; but I will forewarn you whom you ſhall fear ;, fear him which after he 
hath killed, hath power #0 caſt into hell. Yea, 1 ſay unto you, fear him. 
The Pſalmiſt alſo thus expreſſes himſclt, My flo trembleth for fear of 
thee, and T am afraid of thy juagements. 

But though fear has an influence, *tis not the only inducement to 
walk with God. He that is upright knows that love is the great 
thing which God commands z and love hinders any other command 
from being accounted grievons. A man has a great evidence of up- 
rightneſs, when love s predominant in him, when he is byaſſed by love 
to God, to do thele things that are pleating in his eyes; and he is 
overcome with a ſenſe ot God's Ioving- kindneſs to him, and is truly his 
ſervant, Pſal. 26. 3. Thy loving-kindreſs is before my eyes, and I have 
walked in thy truth. 

» 5. The upright man holds f aft his integrity. When Mammon and 
Satan combine to rob him of chis Jewel, yet neither fair means nor 
fou) can make him part with ic, 1 he reproaches of Fob's Friends did 
enter, and go deep into him ; but a reprouching Conſcrence would have 
been a thouſand times worſe: Therefore though he c-aled to be Fob 
the wealthy, fob the greatett of all the mcn in the Fajt; yet he remained 
Fob the #þright Al, Job 27- J» 6. Til I di? I will not rem Wwe my ente- 
grity, neither the thing it ſelt, nor the evidence of it from me, My 


rightecuſreſs T hold faſt, and will not let it go ; my veart (hall not reproach 


me ſo long as T live. 

The Providences of God may ſometim«s be d-rk and cloudy, and 
his Hand very heavy upon his upright ones 3 ſo that themſelves and 
others may be amazed at thoſe Tria!s which their Faity and Patience 
may be put upon ; Yet true Gold will endure the hottcit Furnace, 
and loſe nothing of its \Veight and Worth, However the Lord 
deals with them, the upright have reaſon to conclude ihe immurabi- 
lity of his love, and that his faiehfulneſs never fails. JoÞ 17.8, 9. 
Upright men ſhall be aſtonied at this, and the innocent fhall ſtir up himſelf 
againſt the hypocrite. The righteows alſo» (hall bold on his way, and he that 
bath clean hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger. 

And if 1: be ask'd how the upright min comes to be thus tena- 
cious of bis fincerity ? | anſwer, *Tis not only becauſe of the delight 
and ſweetneſs he finds in refleing upon it ; but allo, and that chief- 
iy, becauſe God's right hand wpholds bim, God fixes bis beart, te- 
news a ftable and a conſtant ſpirit in bim 3, it's God who keeps holy 


Inclinations 
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Inclinations and religious Purpoſes alive, and firm, and ſirong in 
This is acknowledged by David, Pſal. 41. 12. As for me, thou 
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wbelde/t me in my integrity, and ſetteſt me before thy face for ever, 
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In the third place it follows, What the perfe& and upright man 


KA 


He is worthy to be marked. 
He is worthy to be beheld, 


- 


Firſt, He is worthy to be marked. Mark the perfe man, faith the 


Text ; And marked he ſhould be ; and that both 
For convi&ion, and alſo 
For imitation, 


APE IDES; mga oc 
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1. The perfe& and upright man is to be marked for conviction: 
As the Saints ſhall j#4ge the World at laſt, ſo they are a conviftion to 
The wicked think it ftrange that believers run 
not out with them to the ſame exceſs of riot; and their Tongues ſpeak, 
evil of them, x Pet. 4. 4. But their Conſciences at the ſame time may 
fly in their own Faces, and tell them plainly that thoſe whom they 


a 1 SIONS 


the World at preſent. 


ſpeak ill of, are much wiſer and better than themſelves. 


An ex» 


emplary Converſation is a very convincing thing, it ftops the mouths 
1 Pet, 2. 15. For ſo is the will of 
God, that with well dving ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. 
It fills the faces of ſuch with ſhame 3 they being convinced that 2ccuſa- 
tions are falſe, when conſciences and converſations are good, 1 Pet. 3. 16. 
Having a good conſcience, that whereas they ſp:ak evil of you as of evil 
doers , they may be aſhamed who falſly accuſe your good converſation in 


of ignorant and evil Speakers. 


If the World did but mark the perfe& man, it might prevent that 
woe from falling upon them which is denounced © gaintt them, be- 
cauſe of offences which they are apt to take at Religion, as if it ſelf 
were but an imaginary thing, and all that profeſs it were Diſſcmblers. 
And if looſe and carnal Profeſſors would but mark them whoſe exa& 
and circumſpe& walking does thew them to be fincere, and Saints indeed; 
it night ſtartle therr Conſciences and make them very wnquiet, becauſe 
they are fo very znlike thoſe, who in their manner of living, do ſhew 
forth the power of godlineſs , their Conſciences might call them wain 
men, their faith a dead faith, their profciſion an empty and vain ſew; 
Jam. 2. 20. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works 
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2, The perfe& man is to be marked for imitation. Thet excellent 
Company of Faithful unes, mentioned Heb. 11, are cailed yip©- 
warmger, a clad of Times, Hcb. 12. 1. here ſeems to be an al- 
lution to the el:7r4 in rhe Iiiderncſy which direfied the Children of 
Iſrael! to the laid f Canaar. Pericd men are Clouds, their dark ſide, 
their fits and failings, it we obſerve any in them, it muſt be our 
care to eſ-"-:9 tham. But their bright ſide may be of great ule for 
cur dir:Gion and encourag: nent. When we obſerve how hely, beavenly, 
full of love t9 God and geodriejs, and diligent in the Lord's work others 
have been : we thould fhew 14» ſame grace and diligence, t0 the full aſ- 
fſurance of þ'pe, to the end, We fr ld by nu; means be ſluibful, Lut followers 
of them, wh» throwgh fanh and paiirice inherit the promiſes. Heb. 6.11.12, 

Oar Lord himſelf indeed is incomparably the bit Parternz Sin ne- 
ver found any place in him. 1 Per. 2, 22. Who did no ſin, neather was 
guile ſound in bis mouth. Never in the leaſt faulty , either in word or 
deed : Yet peried ard upright men are fair Copics for others to write 
after. Phil. 3. 17, 20. Brethren, be ye f Vowers togciher of me, and mark 
thm which walk ſo as ye have us for an example ;, fir our com erſation is in 
heaven. And Chap +4. 9. He fays not only thofe things which ye have 
heard, but what yc have ſcen in me, do, and the God of peace ſhall be with 
you. All weuld be better, if the beſt were but more imitated. 

Secondly, As the perſe& and upright man is to be markedy fo he is 
worthy to be htheld ; the Text ſays, Bchold the upright. The Pſalmiſt 
beheld the tranſer:(rs, and was grieved : Upright men may be beheld 
with joy and pleaſure; though grief may well be railcd, when by 
dcath they are ſnatched away, Now that the Upriglit man may be 
b:b-1d to good purpoſe, 

1. Pehold him 4 bis w{cfulneſs ; Though the perverſe and preju- 
diced World does think the Upright man not fit to live in it ;, yet in- 
deed the world is not worthy of him, and is very much beholding to 
him. When the world which lives in wickednels, and grows more 
and more wicked, is haſtening its own Judgment and Condenina- 
tion, for the ſake of the Upright ones that are therein, *tis ſpared. 
Though there was ſuch an abominabie Crew of Wicked men in 
Sod.-m, which were ſinners before the Lovd exceedingly 3 yet Sodom had 
ftood undeſtroyecd by Fire and Briimltone, if ten rightzons perſons had 
been found cherein, Gen. 18. 32. when Abraham (aid, Oh let not my 
Lord be angry, and 1 will fpeak but this once, peradventnre ten righteons 
ones ſhall be found there 5 and be ſaid, T will not deftroy it fyrsten ſakz. 


Nay 
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Nay, One Moſes ſtood in :he Breach, when the Sins of [ſra-] had 
opencd a wide Gap for the Wrath of God to break in upon them, 
Plalm 106.23. Ti-refore be ſaid, he winld arftroy them, had not Moſes 
his c:.ofen fiood bef re him in the breach , to turn away his nrath , leſt he 
ſhould deſtr.y them. However Inhdels ard ungodly ones may prate 
maVicioutly, the Paritans of a Nation are very much the ſecurity of 
it, Job 22.30. H: ſhall dilivir the Iſland of the inn:cent ,, or it my 
be tranſJated, The Innocent (ha!l d:liver the Iſlands and it is delivered 
by the p:iruneſs of thy bands, 

2. Benolo the Grace of God i the upright Man, which makes him thus 
uſcful, Both the iſſe 2nd the operati ofthe ne w Cre:ture 15 from Divine 
Grace ; by Grice the upright man zs what he is, and by the ſame 
Grace he dye: what be do:s. Who ever laboured fo abundantly as the 
Apoſile Paul? Whoſe Labcurs were more ſuccecded to the Glory of 
God, to the Church's, and the World's benefit, than his were ? Yet he 
aſcribes nothirg to himlclf, but gives urto Grace all the Glory. 
i Cor. 15. 10. I liveured more abundantly than they all , yet not I, but 
the grace of God which was with ms. When you bchold the upright 
man. you mutt fee God in him, and with him of a iruth. Men are not 
to glory, or to be gloricd in; bat he that gloricth, Ia him glory in the Lord, 
1 Cor. 1.31. 

3. Bchold tic upright man, fo as to, dfire and hops that the ſame 
Grace which made him upright, may make you ſo, Upright ones were not 
ſuch by their firſt B:rt1h . but by their ſecond. The Apoſile readily 
ni-kes this acknowledgment, Eph. 2. 3. Ameng whom alſo we all had 
our converſion in times paſt inthe Iuſts of our flſh, fulfilling the d ſires of the 
ft, and if th: mind, and were by nature the chil{ren of wrath, even as 
others, Therefore concernirg fincere Saints, it mult be faid, That 
they are b:rn not of blood , nr of the will of the fiſh, ror of the will of 
man, but of G:d, John 1.13. And that God who of bis own will 
beg at them with the word of truth, can calily allo regenerate you by the 
the Tame means. and by his owu powerful Grace, make more te(ſels. 
of honour ( all upright ones are ſuch ) out of the Maſs of corrupted 
Nature. 


In the fourth place I am-to ſhew, 17h of this perf and upright 
Man our. eye in a ſpecial manner ſhould be apon, and that is his end. 
To lock to the end of Perſons and Things, and likewile thoſe things 
that are endleſs, is a great piece of Wildom, By the upright man's 
E:id we are to underſtand his Diſſolution aud Death, whecby - 
Cealcs 
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ceaſcs to be any longer in this World. Not that Death does make an 

' end of him ; the Soul ts redeemed from the your of the grave, for God 
doth receives it, Plalm 49. 15. and the Body ſhall not atways be the 
Graves priſoner 3 but the Uinion between theſe two cor ſtituent parts 
by Dcath is diffouIved. Now there are feveral things of the pcertc& 
and upright man which Death does put an end unto. 

1, Death puts an end to the upright man's Lahowur. Labour in the 
Lord, and for the Lord, is the upright man's buſineſs in this World. 
He has no time to waſte, neither is he allowed to be idle. Working 
bard and living, mui} run parallel: Nay, with alluſion to what Ceſar 
once ſaid, we may afthrm, Neceſſe eſt laborare, non eft neceſſe vivere. L3- 
bouring is more neceſſary than living. While the upright man lives, 
he mult be /{-dfajt, zmmoveable, always avounding in the doing of good, 
But when Death comes, it fignities to him that his Work is at an end. 
Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed are the dead rich die in the Lord, from henceforth, 
yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they may reſt from ther labours, and therr works 
«o follow them. 

2. Death puts an end to the upright man's Sorrows z here in this 
World, he is in his Mizcrity, and is under the Diſcipline of the Rod; 
aſter Death he. will not need it, His gracious Fath:r in great faith» 
fulncſs, conſults the upright man's necethity 3 and if need be, be is in 
beavineſs through manifold temptarions, 1 Pet. 1. 6, and yct fiill there is 
a mixture of mercy with the greatetft ſeverity z the Son of God is 
with the fincere Saint in every Farnace, and his Preſence makes the 
Furnace both tvlerable and purifying : Under the heavieli Burthens 

' everlaſting Arms {ha]l ſuſtain him, and well may he be comforted with 
the thoughts of everla{ting I ove. But the cnd of his days puts a full 
period to his Troubles and Sorrows z his Heart [hall ake, his Tongue 
complain, his Eyes thal: weep no more 3 Rev. 7. 17. The Lamb which 
is in the midſt of the Throne ſhall feed them, and ſhail l:ad them unto li- 
ving fountains of waters , and God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes. | | 

3. Death puts an end to the upright man's ConfliFs, His Lite is a 
warfare, he tights every [tcp of his way to Heaven ; his Encmies are 
much fſironger than hez called Principalities and Powers whom he 
wrcttles with ; but he is furniſhed with the whole 4: monry of God, and 
his lizength lies in Chriſt the Captain of bis Salvatiin. &g;u29v f ow]n- 
ei; Chrilt has encountred thele Enemies in his own Pcrton, tried 
their force, and triumphed over them and as he has his Followers 
at command , fo he can command Salvation fox them, Satan i a 
| troubleſome 
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troubleſome and unwearied Adverſary ; and when the upright m:n 
is juſt going z this Enemy may give him a blow at parting. He uſually 
endeavours to make a Saint's Death-bed wneaſy and uncomfortable z and 
ſometimes he ſirives to lite up the perfe&t man with Spiritzeal Pride ; 
As the tamous Knox of Scotland was tempted to an high Opinion of 
himſelf when he was near expiring, becauſe he had been ſo faithful 
in his miniſtry 3 but he aſcribed all that he was and did unto the 
Grace of God 3 and Satan' was quite foiled. But when Death comes, 
it removes the upright man out of Satan's reach, He is miade more 
than a conqueror through Chriſt who bas Ioved him; having overcome, 
he firs down in that throne with his bleſſed Lord himſelf, where he 
ſhall never be moleſted more with any of the Enemies of his Sal- 
vation. 

4. Death puts end to the upright man's natural Life. Tho his 
Life on Earth is far from being a noxious and huriful Vapour ; yet 
*tis a vapour which appeareth for a little tim?, and then vaniſheth away, 
Jam. 4. 14. The Bodies of the Juſt mult be brought down into the 
Grave, as well as the Bodies of others ; that mankind, and beſt of 
men may have a ſenſible Document how hateful Sin is to God z upon 
all that have finned death paſſes, Rom. 5. 12. Tho the Bodies of the 
Siints are Members of Chritt, and Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs to Holi- 
neſs, and the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, yet theſe Temples muſt 
be demoliſhed and caft to the ground, and for a while turned under 
it; and afcer they have been (o long impriſoned in the Grave, how 
glorious will be the ftrength and love of Chriſt their Lord and Head, 
in reſcuing his Members all of them from under Death's Dominion, 
and in totally aboliſhing Death it ſelf ! and how will the power of the 
Spirit be manifeſted in rearing up his Temples out of the Duſt, and 
in m5king them ſo tranſcendently glorious, and likewiſe ſo firm and 
durable, that they ſhall ftand and abide munto eternity! Rom. 8. 11. If 
the ſpirit of him that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead dwell in yout; be that 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead , ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies , by 
bis ſpirit that dwelleth in you. 

5. Death puts an end to all that Corruption which remains in the up- 
right Man. Sin was the Parent of Dzath, and at Death fin it felt 
is totally deſtroyed, The mortal and corruptible Body ot the Saint 


| ſhall at length put on Incorru;tion 2nd Immortality 3 but the body 


of Sin is annibilated, and ſhall be no more ; he ſhall never complain of 
any evil preſent with hiin,nor be troubled with any the leaſt Izjtings of the 
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the remainders of the 9/4 Man which is corrupt according to deceitful 
tults! But at Death the upright man when he puts off his carthly 
Tabernacle, does quite pret »ff the ol4 Man ; not the lealt Mcmber of 
that Body can remain unmortifieds and in what glorious porfe Gon 
does he put on the Lord Fifus Chriſt ! Re 1s perf-Ging Hlineſs while he 
lives, 2 Cor. 7.1. which intimates that at Death his Work and La- 
bour to clzanſe himiclf will be at an end, and Holineſs will be per- 
feffed. And how beautiful and glorious will his ſeparate Sowl be in its 
perfeffed and unſpotted Parity ! 


In the fifth place, The end of the perfc and upright man is re- 
m21kable as well as himfclf, for his end is Peace, The Scripture is 
true concerning him, Eccl. 7. I. The day of his death is b:tter than the 
day of his birch. He was born into a wicked and a wretched World , 
but Death ſ.nds him to an everlaſiing Hahitation of Blits, and Life, 
and Glory. His dying day may well be the juyfulleſt d:y that ever 
he lived, becauſe the laſt monzent of his tiine 15 His. entrance into a 
bl:fed Eternity, He is indecd a Son of Peace, and Death ſhould not 
diſturb it, 

1. The perfeRt and vpright man dies in peace with God. He is 
reconciled to God by the death of bis Son: How ure is Satvation upon 
ſuch a Reconcili-rion! The Enmity between God and him , being 
flein by the Croſs of Chriſt, Eph. 2. 16. the Value and Virtue of Chiilt's 
Crucifixion muſt nez2ds make Peace that is laſting, The middle Wall 
of Partition that is thrown down, ſhall never be riared up again. 
The upright man's Sins are all removed from him, ar fir as the 
Eaſt is from the Wet, Pym 103. 12, and he may as well imagine 
the two Poles that arc fo far ditiant hould mcet together, as fear 
that any of his Sins which ar: not imputed to him, {ſhould again be 
laid zento his charge, Rom. 8 33. Who (hl lay any thing to the charge 
of Gods el: ? it 2s God that juſtifteth : who is be that condemneth ? it is 
Chrift that died. Neither at Death nor Fadgment (hall any of their 
Sins be found agairft them thit are upright. A Covenant of Peace 
is made with them more tir than the firongelt Hills and Mountains, 
Iſaiah 54. 10. The m:antains ſhzll depart, and the hills be removed, but 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, nor the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, faith the L'rd that hath mercy upon thee. 

2 Tie perfet and upright man dieth in peace with others. If al 
things are to be done with charity, 1 Cor. 16. 14 then dy/ng muſt be 
6 Ebaity likewiſe, How can he dye in the love of God, whole heart 
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is full of malice and' hatred to his Brother ? I remember what that 
bleſſed Martyr, Bradford , ſaid at his Death, T ak all the World for- 
giveneſs, and I forgive all the World; there was a great deal of Judg- 
ment and Grace in this Expreſſion. The World had dealt very hardly 
with him, and was ſo furious as to burn bim with Fire, yet he forgave 
the Injury, Thus the Protomartyr Stephen of old, from his heart for- 
gave his Perſecutorsz and his leſt Prayer was for them, that God 
would not lay their Sin and blood-guiltinefs to their charge, Ads 7. 
60. When the heart is emptied of Wrath and Bitterneſs, and deſire 
of Revenge, whatever Injuries have been received when peace has been 
purſued, and there has been an wniverſal Love to all Saints; and in 
Obegience to Chriſt's Command it has been extended even to deſpightfal 
Enemies 3 here is 2 comfortable evidence of Peace with God, and of 
an intereſt in his Love. Forgive, ſays Chriſt, and you your ſelves 
ſhall be forgiven. © 

3. The perfe& and upright Man when he comes to dye, has reas 
ſon and good ground to have peace within himſelf, I dare not affirm, 


That every good Man concludes his Days with this Peace. The' 


Letters of Mr. Paul Bains diſcover a great meaſure of Grace and Holineſs, 
and an excelent Spirit in him ;z yet he profeſſes himſelf a great Stran- 
ger to the Sweetneſs of Religion, and the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt 
chat difconſolate humour of Melancholly poſſibly might be one rea- 
ſon of it. Nay, when he came to dye, his Death-bed was uncom- 
fortable, and ſadneſs remained upon his Spirit till he entred into the 
Foy of bis Lord. 

Yet I am ſure there is ſufficient ground for peace within the pers 
fe& Man. For Chriſt died that Death might be anſtung ; and that 
Believers might not be terrified at it, but eriumph over it. Through 
Death he deftroyed the Devil, as he had the Power of Death, that is, to 
make Death terrible, and conſequently deliver them, who through the 
fear of death were all their life-time ſubjeQ to bondage , Heb. 2. 14, 15, 
What a moſt defirable way of dying is-this, when Conſcience has 
great Peace, being purged and healed by the Blond of Chriſt! When 
the God of Love and Peace, ſpeaks Peace to the departing Soul by his 
comforting Spirit! And a Saint can ſay with righteous Simeon of old, 


' Luke 1. 29, 30, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for 


my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation ! 
4. When the perfe& and upright man dies, what aglorions and pr- 


fe Peace does be enter into in the other World. In thoſe Blefſed Regions 
uito which he goes, there 1s LING Darkneſs, there is Love with- 
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that is fixed, Luke 16, 26, as it tor ever baniſhes Hope out of Hel, 
ſo it leaves not the leaſt room for Fear in Heaven. It is much to be 
lamented, that Saints at this day diſcover xo more of love, and of a 
peaceable Temper , but when they axe all come to the ſame Heaven , 
God who is Light and Love will be all in al, 1 Cor. 15. 28, and they 
all will be perfectly One in Him 


I come now to the Application. 
And here I ſhall ſpeak, 


from us. 
| Secondly, A few words to you that ſurvive him. 


_ Firſt, Concerning the Perſon deceaſed. And truly I ſpeak not only 
my Afedicn, but my Conſcience, when I ſay, I do believe there was not 
a Man upon Earth that better deſerved #0 be called a perfeft Man, than our 


Mr. Edward Lawrence. A Man more free from all the tricks of. 


feſhly Fiſdom, more free from petty Revenges, and petty Deſigns againſt 
any Party; I confeſs | knew not any. Upright he was towards 
God, downright in his Dealings with Men. An even and well-ſpun Thread 
of Truth, and Honefty, and Faithfwlneſs ran through the whole Courſe 
of his Converſation in the World. 
. Several things more particularly worthy of our notice, I ſhall men- 
:tton concerning him. ; 

i. He had attained to 4 great flrength and perfetion-of Faith. As he 
faw the invifible God, and his Faith was the ſwbſtance of things boped for, 
and he. mainly minded the inviſible World; fo he could truti in God, 
for the things of this World, when Senfe being judge, there was no 
probabilay of ſupply. He a&5t2n--aipix 8" had a numerous Family when 
he left bis Living on the Black Baytholomew-day ; and being asked how 
he hoped to be provided for ? He anſwered, That the Sixth of Mar- 
thew (ſhould maintain him By Faith he reſted on that promile, that 
all other things ſhall be added to them who firſt ſeck, the Kingdom of God, 
and bis Righteouſneſs. He (aid, His Heavenly Father knew he needed theſe 
#bings; and he made no queſtion but what he needed , would be 
given him. There is, I am perſwaded, an extraordinary Reliſh in 

the M:at and Drink, when Faith ſpreads the Table , and fills the Cup 
every 


” 


out the leaf Diſcord, there is Foy without, any Sorrow, and ſecure 
Poſſeſſion without any Diſturbance, or fear of Deprivatimm. The gulph 
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every day, and Senſe cannot perceive a Day before-hand how this ſhould 
be done. ' 

2. How perſef? a Work bad Patience in him! He was conformed to - 
his Head Chriſt, in being a Man of Sorrows , and acquaintzd with 
Grief. He was exerciſed with AMiction in his own Perſon , 
and with Demeſtick Troubles which went very near him ; yet he 
juſtified God in all; he believed that Good would come our of the 


' Evits he felt 3 no Burthen tired his Patience, for he knew how bafpy 


they are that endure. In all Chaſtizementr he perceived'the Tanſey 
and Love of his Chaftizer , and this made all firokes folerable. His 
fick Fits, his Pains, his weariſome and wakeful Nights, © #2" 


has 3a tteade tc zz if 34+, never made him , 


that ever 1 could hear, or hear of, to break forth into Mwurmurings 
or Complaints unbecoming him ; whatever he wanted , he till poſſeſſed 
bis Soul in Patience. ] 

3. He was a Man of a moſt Publick Spirit, and of a Catholick Charity. 


'He was troubled to ſee the Members of the Body of Chriſt divided; fo 


little conſulting the honour of their Head, or their own Intereſt, He was 
fuffy for no Party, very moderate towards all. True Goodneſs he 
liked and loved where-ever he {aw it, and tho he had ſuffered very 
much from forme hot Men-of the Church of England , yet he was not 
bitter in his Speeches againſt them ; where-ever he perceived 'uſe- 
fulneſs, .an unblameable Converlatian, and a defign for God caxricd 
on., he did readily acknowledge it, and rejoiced in it. 

He was not in the @zarrels of this preſent Age 3 he loved and fol- 
lowed after Peace as well as Holineſs, and ſhared in the Bl:(ſedneſs 
which is promiſed to the Peage-makers: He was troubled to ſee roots 
of Bitterneſs bringing forth ſuch bitter Fruits almoſt every where, and 
in every Party. And with fuch meekneſs of Wiſdom, with ſuch calnc- 
neſs and ſedateneſ7 of Spirit , he carried it towards Men of all Per-| 
ſwaſions;z and his Words and Ways were fo inoffenfive, that I never 
heard any one ſpeak ill of Mr. Edward Lawrence, but all that knew 
him were ready to acknowledg. that he was a Man of eminent Godli- 
neſs, of a moſt peaceable Temper, and of a very great Integrity. 

And as he loved all Saints as fuch, by what Name ſoever diſtinguifh-- 
ed, fo he vexed his righteous Soul from day to day, becauſe of the Vr- 
godlineſs, Infidelity, and Debancheries of this wicked Age. In his aft 
Sermon which was upon that Text, Iſaiah 29. 6. When thy judgments 
are in th: earth, the inhabitants of the world-will learn righteouſneſs, with 
-very great .Zeal and warmth, he > -q—_ upon his Hearers the learrt- 
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ing, the loving , the prafiice of Righteouſneſs for the Nations ſake, and 
for their own Souls ſake, that it might b: well with the one, and with 
the other. 

4. He was a man of great Miniſterial Accompliſhments, His worth 
was like the deep Rivers which run more ſilently, whereas the ſhallow 
Brooks © make the greater Noiſe. He was very able in Controverſial Divi- 
nity ; his Judgment was ſound, his Arguments ſtrong, his Head and Notions 
very clear z and having a clear Apprebenſion of Truths himſelf, he could 
make them very plain to others mnderſtandings ; and in his arguings he 
was very free from Paſſion; and when he ſaw he was likely only to 
ſtir up the Paſſion of others, infiead of refifying their Judgments , he 
would be ſilent. = | 

In his Preaching he was very ſolid and ſubſtantial ; he had a great 
firmneſs in Memory which continued to the lafi. He prayed and 
preached with ſuch a Spirit, as did evidence much of the preſence of 
God with him. How did he ſpeak to God ? as one that ſaw bim juſt 
before him! And when he ſpake to man, he ſpake as the Oracle of God 
with greateſt ſeriouſneſs, and- as about things of the higheſt and 
everlatting Concernment. How firmly was he bimſelf perſwaded of 
thoſe Truths he propounded to others? He taught the Commands of 
o_ » and himſelf obeyed them , and was great uſeful in his Kings 

OM. 


In the ſecond place I ſhall ſpeak a few Words to you that ſwr- 
vive bim. 

And that both to his Relations. 

And to Others. 

To his Relations I ſhall ſay theſe the things, 

1. Take notice of his great Aﬀedion to you , and how this Aﬀe- 
Qion was ſpiritualized; he loved you, but eſpecially your Soxls, the 
moſt precious part of you ; he was full of care that it might be well 
with you for ever, and was faichful in reproving, as the World can 
witneſs, when he ſaw occaſion ; he uſed various Ways and Methods 
that his great end, your Happineſs, might be attained. 

2, Be ſure to follow bis very good Example. What kind of Children 
ſhould the Children of ſach a Father be! there would be a kind of 
monſtronſneſs in being very grofly unlike to him! As to His youngeſt Son, 
who is a Miniſter of the Goſpel, I heartily wiſh, tho it be an hard thing 
which I wiſh, that @ dowble portion of bis Fathers Spirit may be youch- 
fafed to him! es = | 
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3. Be encouraged by this, That your deceaſed Father bas treaſured 
*Þ # ſtock of Prayers for you 5 and you may exped a gracious return, If 
you give your ſelves to Prayers, God may anſwer his Supplications at- 
ter his death in beftowing Temporal, Spi:itual, and Eternal Bene- 
fits upon you. 

To others that hear me this day ; I ſhall only give two words of 
Counſel. 

Think much if your later end. 

Let it be your great care that your end may be peace. 

1.Be all of you wiſe to confider your later end.Death did ſet out againſt 
you as ſoon as you were born, and it makes (till nearer and nearer ap- 
proaches to you every day, and hour, and moment of your lives. 
Every ſtep you-take is a ftep towards the Grave. Every moment of 
your time which paſſes away brings you nearer to Eternity. God 
wiſhes you wiſe to conſider your later end ; he will be much pleaſed to ſee 
you very earneſt with him to make you ſo; he is ready to teach you jo 
to number your days, that you may apply your bearts wnto wiſdom, Pal. 
90. 12. The ferious thoughts of death will quicken you in your 
Duties, and break the force of Temptations: Think of the time when 
you muſt leave the World, that eagerneſs after the World may be aba- 
red. To how good purpoſe will you live, if with the Apofile yow dye 
daily ! 1 Cor. 15.31, 

2. Let it be your care that your end may be peace. Believe in Feſus 
the. great! Peace-maker between God and Man, that you may yoy in 
bim, becauſe by him you have recerved the atonement, Rom. 5, 11, Lec 
your Faith be accompanied with Obedience and Love to the Laws of 
God. Pfal. 119. 165. Great peace bave they that love thy law, and no- 
thing ſhall offend them. Value the ineftimable Jewel of a good Conſcience, 
and take heed of every thing that may defile and wound it, When 
the Apoſile had the ſentence of death in bimſcIf ;_ the teſtimony of his Con- 
ſcience, that by the grace of God he bad had bis Converſation in the World. 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity , did fill him. with Peace and Foy, 
2 Cor. 1. 9, 12. Never be weary of well-diing, that your Lord 
when he comes may find you ſo doing. *Tis labozr beft b:ftowed when. 
you are diligent, that you-may be found of him in peace without ſpot and. 
blameleſe. 


Several 


' -. Zlve a good account of Him, 


Several Paſſages concernmg Flr. Lawrence , out of 
Two Letters, which were ſent by "Two Mini- 
ſters, Eminent for Learning and Godlineſs, and 
both of them intimately acquainted with Him. 


The Firſt LETTER concerning Mr. Edward Lawrence, 


R. Lawrence was admitted into Magdalene Colledge in Cam- 
bridge, in the Year 1645, and was Studious, a Promoter of 
ſerious Godline(s among the young Scholars ; and was (o noted alſo 
for his Parts and Learning, that we would have made him a Fel- 
low. But when he had taken his Degree of Batchellor of Arts, 
( ſome Years after, he took the Degree of Malicr of Arts ) he, be- 
ing ſome ways engaged, went into the Countrey, and began to 
preach ( having been of a good Age when admitted, about 18 as I 
remember), and with much Acceptance. He took up with Baſchwrch, 
a Vicaridge of about 601}. a Year; where (though if he had 
- ſought-great things he might have been removed to a greater Place, 
. conſidering the Love and: Eſteem he had ) he continued till Bartho- 
lomew 1 662, and then left his Station and Sublifience, though: he had 
a Wife and ſeven or cight Children, and no Eſtate; and oft uſed to 
fay, He lived upon the ſixth of Matthew. About the Year 7g, the 
Dxakers rifing thereabout, he Diſputed with one of their Chief Ring- 
leaders, and ſhamefully bafled him in the Judgment of the Multi- 
tudes of the Hearers, and as appears by the Relation of it put out 
by the @z:iker. He was dangerouſly ill, and upon his recovery 'put 
out his uſeful Book, Of Chriſt's Power over bodily Diſeaſes ; which, 
though very good, I then told him was below moſt of his Sermons 
he ulually preached, of which I had heard many. 
How he was driven from Whitchurch, Mr. H. who was: then in 
thoſe parts will, I ſappoſe, puncually inform you 3 and for theſe 
_ Iaft four or five and twenty Years, his Brethren in the City can 
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Frter Mr. Lawrence his remove by the Barth!lowew AG from 
Bzſchurch, where he had been many Years a Faithful Miniſter of 

the Goſpel of Chrift.he tojourn'd « while with hisV\ tie and Lhildren, 
at a Neighbouring Gentleman*'s Houle within the Parith, who had a 
great: Reſpe& for him, and was very Kind to him z and he account- 
ed it a great Mercy that though the Law had fiJenced him, that he 
muſt not preach to his beloved Flock, yet he had his Abode 
amongſt them, and might be many ways ulcful to them. But 
when the Five Mile AG, fo called, was to be prt in Execution in 
March 66, he went to Tilftock, a Village in Whitchurch Parith, i: the 
ſame County, to ſojourn there, and there the Power of the Lord was 
with him greatly and made him Infirumental of much Good, both 
to the Town and in the,Neighbourhood z the remembrance where- 
of is ſtill ſweet to many. who are yet living. . As he had opportunity 
he preach'd to them, both in Seafon and out of Seaſon; and which 
was more, his Prudent, Pjous Converſation was a continual Ser- 


mon, He had many Children and all with him, and no viſible: 


Income wherewithal to buy, them Bread, yet the Lord was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to make Provifion both for him and them, fo that 
they did not want: The fixth of Matthew, as he was uſed to ſay, 
did maintain him. During his Abode there he buried a dearly be- 
loved Daughter, named Sarah, which was a great Grief to him, 
for ſhe was grown up, and began to be uſeful; but it Comforted 
him that ſhe finiſhed Well ; andGod gave him two Sons inſtead of her, 
which repair'd the lofs. Another remove he had to Whitchurch Town, 
and while he was there in May 1670, when the ſevere Act againſt 
Conventicles commenc'd in the ſame Month ; upon a Sabbath-day 
in the Afternoon he preach'd in a private Houſe only to four and 
the Family, where they were difturbed by the Miniftcr himſelf, 
Dr. M. F7 in his own Perſon, with others attending him; and the 
Week following Convicted and Fined 3 the Miniſter 10 /. becauſe 
Poor ; the Maſter of the Houſe 201. and two other of the Town 
5 1. a piece 3 and one Woman 5 s. Upon each of which Diſtreſs was 
made ſhortly after with the greateſt Rigor, They judging them- 
. ſelves wrong'd, made their Appeal according to Law, and in March 

following had a Tryal at Salop, before Jadge Twiſden, The Pre- 
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yet = That a Daughter of the Family ( who was 
SAY but a few Days before) coming home from Cheſter 
Se Me had there, was one prefent, and being none of 
2 Exel FL4/ erFather made a fifth. TheCaſe was argu'd byCouncil, 
SS g#fo(ecutors made no other account but that the Jury would 
F"tncir Verdide for the Juſtices, who were the Defendants, and 
lay treble Damages upon the Plantiffs, which were intended to be 
made very great to their utter undoing. But it pleaſed God, in 
whoſe Hands are the Hearts of all Men, without any Motion or Pro- 
curement of theirs to incline one of the Jurors to differ in the Ver- 
- di& from the reſt, ſaying, He would rather dye than ſay the Girl 
| was none of her Father's Family. This occaſioned their ſtay toge- 
ther all Night ; and in the Morning being accuſed of ſome words 
ſpoken by him in their heat of Arguing, to one of his Fellow- Ju- 
rors, he was ſeverely Rebuked and Fined 10]. and the Cauſe re- 
fcrred to two Lawyers, who never made any Deciſion of it, ſo that 
cach ſide fat down with his own Loſs ; and not long after fuch of 
their Goods, as were taken from them they had again, but' much ' 
damnitied. "Twas obſcrved, That one of the Proſecuting Jultices 
dying during the Proſecution, his Houſhold-Goods were Proclaimed 
in the Town to be Sold, and were Sold before Chapmen could be 
found that would buy the Diftrained Goods. The Informer that 
told he faw the Perſons going into the Houſe, did afterwards beg 
his Bread. from Door to Door, This Event occafioned the remove 
ot this Excellent Perſon out of his own Native Countrey, where 
he dwelt among his own People, to ſeek a Habitation elſewhere 
amovrg Strangers; and to London he went, where God gave him 
Favour in the fight of many who fat down under his Miniſtry, and 
with whom he ended his Days. 
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: f Han Cure of Diſtra&ions in attending upon God. In ſeveral Sermons from 
1 Cor. 7. 35. That we may attend upon the Lord without diſtrafion. 

The Love of the World cured. In ſeveral Sermons preached upon 1 John 2. 

| 15. Love 34 the world, &c., 


Both by Nathanacl Vincent. 


